
July 28, 2020 
 
Dear CVSU Families: 

I know you are all feeling various levels of anxiety around the reopening of schools and I want to thank you for 
taking the time to share your questions.  Below you will find a chart that describes the proposed schedule for all schools in 
CVSU to the Paine Mountain and Echo Valley Community School Boards tomorrow (Wednesday, July 29) evening.  TO join 
the meeting by phone please call To attend by phone Dial:  443-671-8369 

                  Enter PIN: 213 500 344# 

The answers I am providing in this document are based on these plans and the state-wide mandates and guidance I 
have at this time, but they will need to be reviewed and ultimately approved by the school boards.  As with any major 
change, we will monitor effectiveness closely and make adjustments when necessary. 
 
Factors we considered when putting this proposal together: 

● The value of in-person instruction for both the educational and social/emotional well being of students. 
● The importance of maintaining social distancing guidelines for the safety of both students and staff.  (Masks are 

mandated). 
● The need for families to have a schedule they can rely on and one that minimizes our reliance on parents to provide 

assistance in instruction. 
● The importance of providing students with routines. 
● Inequities associated with Internet access in our communities 
● Our commitment to providing staff with the support and professional development needed to increase our success 

in this unique environment. 
 
Respectfully, 
Susette Bollard 
Superintendent 
 
 

SCHOOL START DATE FOR STUDENTS IS NOW SEPTEMBER 8 AS PER GOV SCOTT’S 
MANDATE 



 
 
 
 
 
PROPOSED SCHEDULE to be presented to the EVCSD and PMSD on Wednesday July 29 
With exception of  Wednesdays, arrival and dismissal times will be the same. 
 
 

Grades Monday Tuesday Wednesday 
Morning 

Wednesday 
Afternoon 

Thursday  Friday 

PreK In person In person   In person In person 

K - 5 In person In person In person No School In person In person 

6 - 9 In person In person Remote No School In person In person 

10 - 12 In person In person Remote NoSchool  In person In person 
 

QUESTION FROM PARENT/CARER SURVEY SUPERINTENDENT BOLLARD’S RESPONSE 

● What option do you have for children with 
Special Needs who are having issues with 
masks?  

● What options do you have available for 
children with bad asthma?  

● Masks are required? Is the school supplying 
certain ones or can we get our own and if we get 
our own do they have to have certain standards?   

● Are students required to wear face coverings all 
day?  What about during P.E.?   

 Masks are required per the “Safety and Health Guidance for Reopening Schools” 
issued by the VT agency of Education and the Vermont Department of Health.  They 
must be worn by all staff and students while in the building, as well as outside 
where physical distancing cannot be maintained.  We have ordered gaiters for all 
students, but if students prefer to wear their own masks, that will be allowed. 
We plan to start the year with lots of instruction around routines, much the same 
way we do every year, but we not only be teaching how to take care of each other in 
cases of bullying or mean behavior, we’ll talk about how we take care of each other 
by wearing our masks.  Students who struggle with this expectation will be assisted 
by support plans. 
 



 
Parents of children on IEPs, Medical 504 Plans or who have other serious 
medical needs should contact their physician for recommendations 
regarding the use of masks if physical distancing cannot be maintained. 
Teams will work closely with parents to make the proper accommodations.  

● Is there any plan for former WES 5th 
graders who are stepping up to sixth grade 
to get some time at the high school before 
the first day of school? 

I am not sure whether this will happen before school actually begins or 
whether the first day will be treated more like a step up day.  Our Student 
Support Teams are aware that there were several “end-of the-year” 
traditions that did not take place but are important to annual transition and 
are planning for them.  

● How are you screening children before they get on 
the bus?  

We are screening all children at first point of contact.  Students will have 
temperatures taken,  respond to the standard COVID questions (young ones will be 
assisted by parents), and use hand sanitizer before they get on the bus.  Parents 
will be asked to stay at the bus stop until the child gets on the bus, in case s/he 
does not pass the screening. 
 

● Will you be providing hand sanitizer?     Yes.  Hand sanitizer will be provided to students in all parts of the buildings and 
buses. 
 

● Will children have a recess at all?  
● I have a 2nd grader will there be opportunities for 

these little ones for movements throughout their 
day? 

Yes.  Groups will not be co-mingling with other students. 

● My son was accepted to RTCC. Is this still 
happening or will he stay at WMHS?  

RTCC is still working on their schedule but students will still attend and we will 
provide transportation. 

● Why are you opening?  Kids should be protected 
at home with the prediction of the government 
that the Covid will be heightened by fall.  My 

We will be offering a full-time remote learning option for all grade levels through the 
CVSU Academy.  To answer “Why are we opening”,  on June 17th we received from 
the VT Agency of Education (VTAOE) and the VT Department of Health that the plan 



daughter has a safe home and should have the 
option of online or going to school like some of 
the other children that don’t want to be home. 
Think about the actions and aftermath. Don’t think 
it can be handled by NMHS. My other daughter 
goes to Saint Johnsbury academy and they have 
good things in place to make our kids safe. Just 
don’t see it with the plan in place. My child should 
have an option. 

● If I choose to E home learn on the computer for 
my children is there going to be a curriculum that I 
can use with them and what will that look like 
because in the big picture they are going to have 
to be accountable for this as I work 5 days a week 

● Why are the schools opening when we know that 
covid19 is just going to come back again in the 
fall/winter? 

for this fall was to open at “Step II” - “Schools are open for in-person instruction with 
enhanced physical distancing measures and for children who live in the local 
geographic area only.  On July 15th we received additional guidance from the 
VTAOE reiterating that we should focus on the return to in-person instruction but we 
should have options from full in-person instruction to full remote learning.  Knowing 
that there is considerable consensus among public health experts and the 
American Academy of Pediatrics that the return to in-person instruction is the 
optimal approach to address both student learning needs and the larger social, 
emotional and health need of students AND the COVID-19 infection rates are very 
low in our area, we decided to offer four and a half days of in-person instruction 
(K-5) and four days of in-person instruction with a half day of remote learning for 
grades 6 through 12.. 

● What if our child/ children are afraid to go back? 
● What is the school planning to do, on their end, in 

order to ensure the mental well-being needs of 
children during this time of uncertainty, while in 
school?   

 I know that this type of anxiety issue is a very real possibility.  I would expect that 
our Student Support Teams would work with parents to put together a support plan 
that would make it possible for the student to access learning.  This could range 
from daily check-ins to full time remote learning and anything in between. 
The mental well-being of our students has always been a top priority.  We have 
strong universal and student support teams who are making plans to ensure this 
continues.  Social and emotional health will be part of our daily lives.  Students 
needing additional support will receive it through the student support team. 
 

● How will lunches and PE be handled to keep our 
students safe?  

Cafeterias and gyms will be closed for their intended use.  Lunches will take place 
in the classrooms with the same group of students who have been together all day.   
There will be a school lunch program in all CVSU schools this year. Plans for school 
lunch provision are still being worked on 
In-person physical education activities will be held outside whenever possible.. 

● Who is responsible and how are the classrooms 
being cleaned?   

All CVSU custodial staff have been trained in best practices associated with 
cleaning of schools during COVID-19.  CVSU Director of Finance and Facilities Chris 
Locarno and I are responsible. 



● I have a huge concern because I know what it 
takes to clean and disinfect everything that my 
preschoolers are exposed to. Who is going to be 
responsible for cleaning daily and even in the  act 
of using the bathroom who is going to be cleaning 
all those bathrooms after each and every use?   

 

● What support is going to be offered for my son 
with special needs? 

●  How will IEPs be handled?   
 

If your child is on an IEP, 504 or another type of support plan, my expectation is that 
teams will work with families to determine the best structure/ schedule for your 
son.  Given that in-person instruction is now allowed, provided we can provide your 
son with a safe environment, we have many more options to support students than 
we did in the spring.   
In terms of process, the team is still the key element.  Students able to come to 
school for in-person instruction will have their services delivered at school.  Those 
students who are not attending school for in-person instruction their IEP team will 
meet to determine the best course of action 
 Please contact Andrea Wasson for specific questions regarding IEP services and 
requests for compensatory services. 

● Will students' belongings (coats, backpacks, etc.) 
be kept separate from fellow students’ 
belongings?  

● Are backpacks being allowed at school this year?   
 

Yes 
This will be somewhat dependent on our ability to keep belongings separate and 
your child’s grade level.  Please contact your building principal. 
 

● If we choose to homeschool how can we find 
information on it?  

● Is there any funding if we decide to homeschool 
our children?   

 If you are asking about going “out on your own”, the Vermont Agency of Education 
has information on how to submit a plan for homeschooling.  If you are wanting to 
continue working with your school, we are offering full-time remote learning for 
grades Kindergarten through grade 12 (see details in previous question).  Please let 
your building principal know about your preferences.  We will also be collecting this 
information later this week. 
There is no funding available to support you  if you were to decide to unenroll your 
child(ren), and homeschool them.  We will, however, have an on-line learning option 
for students in grades Kindergarten through grade 12.  If you are interested in that 
option, contact your building principal. 
 



● What scenarios would close the schools again?  
●  If a child or teacher is exposed or tests positive 

for COVID, how will this affect my student? Will 
everyone in that classroom be mandated to 
quarantine for 14 days? If yes, what will happen 
for my child academically during those 14 days? 

Schools could close for in-person instruction two ways 
a.  by a state or executive order which would affect all schools across 

the state or  
b. By the Superintendent in collaboration with the VT State 

Department of Health and the School Boards  
It is unlikely we would close a school for an extended period of time.  It is more 
likely that if a staff member or student tested positive for the virus, we would work 
closely with the Health   Department to determine the best road forward to minimize 
risk to staff, students and families - close a classroom, close school for certain 
grade levels or close the school for an appropriate length of time - three to maybe 
fourteen days.  Students would continue their learning in a remote model during 
that time. 
If a staff member or student tests positive for COVID-19, they will be isolated 
immediately and areas used by the sick person will be closed off for at least 24 
hours to be cleaned.  We will be in close contact with the Department of Health for 
guidance regarding contact tracing, and whether it is appropriate to close part or all 
of the school for a period of time.  Children  who are quarantined and feeling well 
enough to participate in school will have an on-line option. 
  

● Are there in fact systems in place if the schools 
close again?  

● How would an outbreak be handled? Would you 
revert to totally online? IT at school seemed to 
struggle last year. I hope kids can get laptops and 
go remote without the need to be in school. 
 

It is my expectation that we will be able to adjust quickly to a full-time remote 
learning environment if in-person instruction was no longer allowed 

● How will busing work?  
● Will grandparents or other family members or 

family friends be allowed to escort them onto the 
bus? 

 This is a little tricky.  If you have a need for bus transportation, please complete the 
Fall 2020 Busing Potential Usage Survey as soon as possible.  You can find it on 
the school website and Facebook page. 
 
 These are the protocols we intend to have in place. 

● All students who need bus transportation will have assigned seats; family 
members will be seated together in assigned seats; should no family 
member be available, students will be assigned one to a seat. 



● Masks will be required of every person on the bus regardless of age; 
● Students on buses will be physically distanced from each other as much as 

possible. Six feet of distance may not be feasible but we will follow 
guidelines issued by the state; 

● There will be a daily health check prior to any student boarding the bus  
● All riders will be required to use hand sanitizer prior to boarding the bus; 
● Attendance will be taken on both the AM and PM bus rides; 
● Group bus stops will be utilized;  students will be expected to stay in family 

groups and social distance from others. 
● Buses will be cleaned between runs and at the end of the day 
●  grandparents or other family members may bring your children to the bus 

stop or  school. 
 

● What about those that have no internet access at 
home?  

We are hoping that four to four and a half days of in-person instruction will help 
alleviate this problem.  We are also working with different state agencies to bring 
Internet connections and/or hot spots to some of our more remote areas.  We will 
need to solve these problems a family at a time as grade levels of the students will 
affect some of the proposed solutions. 

● Have decisions been made on fall and winter 
athletics? 

 Fall and Winter athletics are governed by the Vermont Principals’ Association. 
They have not announced final guidance. 
 

● Will there be quarantine requirements for anyone 
that travels if school is in person?   

Yes.  We will follow the guidelines issued by the Vermont Department of Health. 

● Can we opt to send the kids 2 days a week and 
then they can do remote leaning the rest of the 
week?   

This is not an option we are offering at this time. 

● My child in HS has signed up for Spanish in 
Northfield, will he be able to attend or will this be 
offered as more of a pathways/remote learning 
opportunity?  

● What will 1st grade classrooms look like this 
year?  What will a supply list look like this year for 

For all individual programming concerns,  please contact your building principal. 
 



1st grade?  What's the first day of school going to 
look like?  

● If students start by learning remotely when will 
they be able to rejoin the in person learning 
environment? How long are they locked into one 
learning mode?   

This has not been determined but we will try to make it as practicable as possible. 
 

● What precautions are going to be put into place to 
protect our student from catching or bringing 
home the virus? We have high risk family 
members at home as well as our son that has 
experienced some asthma issues in the past.   

We are following all of the mandates and guidelines issued by the VT AOE and the 
VT Department of Health with regard to student and staff safety protocols both in 
the buildings and on the buses, as well as, cleaning and disinfecting.  WE are 
offering full time remote learning for students in grades Kindergarten through grade 
12.  Parents who do not feel comfortable sending their child(ren) back to school for 
in-person instruction should contact their building principal. 

● Will they have to stay in one classroom all day?    Students will spend the day with the same classmates each day.  Most of the 
movement will be teachers changing classes.   

● How will you enforce compliance with health 
guidelines? I and another NHS parent ran into a 
situation in which a staff member was not wearing 
a mask at the school despite being within 6 feet of 
us. Are staff signing a behavior contract? What 
happens if they violate the contract?   

All staff and students are required to wear facial coverings while in the building, as 
well as outside where physical distrancing cannot be maintained.  This will be 
approached as any other professional obligation on the part of the teacher. 
 

● Do we have plans to allow parents to “opt out” of 
school in case they are immunocompromised (or 
even just nervous)?  What are the consequences 
for keeping your children home?   

It is the law that children are enrolled in school.  Next year, at this point in time, they 
may be attending school for in-person instruction, enroll in the CVSU Online 
Academy or file a homeschool plan with the VT AOE. 
 

● If remote learning will be a component of school 
will there actual instruction rather than just check 
ins and busy work assignments?  

 

Yes. 

● Will preschoolers still be allowed to ride the bus?    If a parent is unable to provide transportation, any student, ages 4 to 18 who 
passes the daily health screening,  will be allowed to ride the bus. 

 



 

● Will preschool only allow those who truly need it 
such as those on a one plan/IEP to attend to keep 
group size low?   

 

We have no such plan at this time. 

● Will parents be able to walk their student into their 
classroom on the first day of school?   

In order to maintain the cleanliness of our buildings, visitors are not allowed at 
this time. Parents/visitors can walk students to the check in area, but will not be 
allowed into the school 

● If children are sick, whether it be a cold, stomach 
bug, fever, etc. - What will be the guidelines for 
that student being able to return to school now? 
Will this be enforced more strictly than in the 
past?  

 In order to return to school, students and staff with a fever greater than 100.4 and 
no specific diagnosis, must remain home until they have no fever for 24 hours 
without the use of fever reducing medications. 
 

● The CDC has recommended schools provide air 
quality improvements before school starts, as well 
as strict cleaning guidelines. Has the school been 
able to complete this task? Is this expected to be 
done before school begins? How are facilities 
going to be able to keep up with the 
recommended sanitizing guidelines to keep our 
children and teachers safer. Many Central VT 
schools have announced that they will be closed 1 
day during the week with no adults or students in 
the school and have remote learning that day - Is 
this something Northfield would implement to 
give facilities an additional day to sanitize?  

 I am confident our custodial crews will have the schools ready for safe entry by 
staff and students and will be able to maintain that environment throughout the 
school day. Most of the schools in CVSU have evening custodians, as well as 
daytime but cleaning is part of the thought behind a half day on Wednesday 
 

●  When dropping children off in morning for school, 
should parents wait until there screen to leave just 
in case they get fever from home to school?  

 Parents will be required to stay until their child(ren) has cleared the screening. 
Details of how the drop offs will work will come later from your building principals. 
 

● Will ONWARD and Bridges be an option for after 
school care in the fall?   

There are some unique logistics connected with this question.  We are hopeful we 
will be able to ONWARD and Bridges but cannot guarantee it at this time.  However, 
having the answer to this question is a top priority of ours. 



 

● Will class sizes be smaller?    Our rooms are large enough to accommodate our class sizes and maintain social 
distancing requirements. 

● Could we make a safe place for kids to socialize, 
like zoom or google meets?   

We are working on making this possible. 
 

● What if my children can’t adapt to the guidelines?    We will put supports in place to assist you children in adapting.  This, of course, will 
include discussions with you as to what the best approach and/or option will be. 
 

 
 

 


